Sample Letter
Advocating for People with Precarious Status Accessing OW
(from Chinese and Southeast Asian Legal Clinic – April 2, 2020)
Dear OW Worker:

I am writing in support of the OW application by XXX.  (Explain the situation faced by the client, for instance, what is the person’s immigration status, what is their current financial and family situation, and why does the person need OW desperately, etc).

Section 6(1) Of Ontario Regulation 134/98 says the following persons are not eligible for assistance: 

· A visitor, unless the person has:

· Made a refugee claim, or

· Has made an application for permanent resident

· A tourist

· A person against whom a deportation order has been made, or with respect to whom a departure order or an exclusion order under that Act has become effective, or a removal order has become enforceable, unless

· for reasons wholly beyond the control of the person, the person is unable to leave the country; or

· the person has made an H&C application  

XXX is not a visitor nor a tourist.   (Only if applicable: Even though XXX has a removal order against him, XXX cannot leave Canada for reasons beyond their control.  Put in details about why that is the case, e.g. waiting for a PRRA, no passport, CBSA has not initiated the removal proceeding, etc.)  Pursuant to the OW Regulation, XXX is therefore eligible for OW. 

I therefore ask you to grant XXX OW benefits.  Thank you for your consideration. 

