Call for Regularization of Immigration Status in Canada
A countless number of residents are without immigration status in Canada. The Canadian immigration and refugee system has clearly failed the many people who have become or been made to be undocumented, for a multitude of reasons.
Increasingly, people are made non-status by a system that favours temporary immigration (with limited and precarious rights) over permanent immigration (with full and secure rights). It is time for the Government of Canada to create an immigration system that treats all migrants with dignity and respect. This begins with a commitment to a full regularization program for non-status migrants.

Non-status migrants include people who have been waiting for years in the refugee claim process through no fault of their own; those who were unjustly denied refugee status based on arbitrary policies such as designated safe country lists; migrant workers who are fired after a workplace injury or forced to leave the country after a certain time limit or other similarly inhumane rules; those who have fallen through the cracks of an unfair immigration and refugee system; as well as those who have remained undocumented for many years.
Non-status migrants are routinely denied their fundamental rights and discriminated against on the basis of their immigration status. Most cannot access healthcare or any of the other basic services provided to other residents. They are vulnerable to many forms of abuse because the law often does not protect them, in principle and/or in practice. Undocumented families live in a state of constant stress and fear. Precarious or non-status workers are routinely taken advantage of and exploited. Children are denied education, including Canadian-born children of people without immigration status, or worse, they are reported to the police by school staff. 
We call for a comprehensive, transparent, inclusive, and ongoing regularization program. Comprehensive in that it is equitable and accessible to all persons living without legal immigration status. Transparent in that it is developed through meaningful community consultation and remains publicly accountable. Inclusive in that it does not discriminate on the basis of race, ethnicity, nationality, country of birth, age, faith or religion, sex, gender identity, gender expression, sexuality, (dis)ability, familial status, income, language or medical condition. Ongoing in that it is accessible to all migrants who are, at present or in the future, unjustly denied immigration status.
We call for a program that takes full and proper account of the Best Interests of the Child; respects the principle of family reunification in Canada; is not limited to the narrow definition of family as biological parent(s) and their minor, dependent children; and will grant full amnesty to people who have been forced to live ‘underground’ in Canada.
A regularization program is the only way to ensure that all migrants in Canada are treated with the respect and dignity they deserve. It is time for the federal government to make Canada’s immigration system one that is truly equitable, just, and permanent for all people who wish to call this place home.
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